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ABSTRACT 



In the CIS installation area of a PC card, the A region 
contains the basic attribute information of the card, the B 
region contains data of CIS1 for a modem, and the C region 
contains CIS2 for an ATA memory. The PC card is provided 
with a selection signal input means which selectively des- 
ignates the CIS. A selection signal discriminator receives a 
signal from the selection signal input means and determines 
the selective designation of the CIS. When CIS1 and CIS2 
are selectively designated together, a CIS switch setting 
element sets the start of the CIS read-in by a personal 
computer to the leading address of QS1, and when CIS2 
only is selectively designated, it switchably sets the start of 
the CIS read- in by the personal computer to the leading 
address of CIS2. 

9 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 



PC 



15 

_L 



SOFTWARE 



CIS1 



CIS 



3 



CISM 



FUNCTION 1 



1 



CONTROL 



I 



MEMORY 



16 



T 



FUNCTION N 



10/20/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



U.S. Patent Jan. 30, 2001 Sheet 1 of 6 US 6,182,204 Bl 



PC 



i : s: 



^3 



16 



11 



CIS SWITCH 
SETTING 
Z 12 



SELECTION 

SIGNAL 
DISCRIMINATOR 




SELECTION SIGNAL 
INPUT UNIT 



FIG. 1 



PC 



"7 



71 



CIS 



CIS1 










CISM 



FUNCTION 1 



CONT- 
ROLLER 



FUNCTION N 



SELECTION SIGNAL INPUT 
UNIT 



FIG. 2 



10/20/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



U.S. Patent Jan. 30, 2001 Sheet 2 of 6 US 6,182,204 Bl 




FIG. 3 



PC 



A 



CIS1 



CIS 



CISM 



FUNCTION 1 



CONT- 
ROLLER 



FUNCTION N 



~7 



1^13 



FIG. 4 



10/20/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



U.S. Patent Jan. 30, 2001 Sheet 3 of 6 US 6,182,204 Bl 



PC 



15 

, [ , 

SOFTWARE 



CIS1 



CIS 



FUNCTION 1 



1 



CONTROL 





1 1 1 




CISM 


MEMORY 



FUNCTION N 



7 



FIG. 5 



FIG. 6A 

PRIOR ART 





CIS1 


FUNCTION 1 









FIG. 6B 

PRIOR ART 



CISl 



FUNCTION 1 



FUNCTION 2 



10/20/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



U.S. Patent 



Jan. 30, 2001 Sheet 4 of 6 



US 6,182,204 Bl 




10/20/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



U.S. Patent Jan.30,2001 Sheet 5 of 6 



US 6,182,204 Bl 



< 




CO 



s 



OO ON O 



/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 



/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 

; 

/ 
/ 
/ 



/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 

; 

/- 

/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 



mi 




00 
O 



^ ^ rs rs n rt 



^ < PQ 

<Si 1 
< PQ U OOO 



O 



C5 



C/3 



PQ 

I 



< 

I 

© 
< 



t — OO ON 

<<< 



eg 



00 00 90 



1— 1 



055 



10/20/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



U.S. Patent 



Jan. 30, 2001 



Sheet 6 of 6 



US 6,182,204 Bl 





10/20/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



US 6,1* 

1 

PC CARD CAPABLE OF PROVIDING 
MULTIPLE AND/OR DIFFERENT CARD 
INFORMATION STRUCTURES TO A 
PERSONAL COMPUTER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates in general to a PC card, and 
more specifically to a multifunction-type PC card having a 
plurality of card information structures, or CISs, which 
constitute the functional attribute information of the PC 
card, and a CIS switching mechanism. 

2, Description of the Related Art 

% Generally speaking a PC card contains circuitry for real- 
ng its functions and a storage area for the CIS, which 
provides the functional attribute information of the card. 
H§re the term "functions" is intended to refer to local area 
nSwork (LAN) access, modem, memory, PHS, PDC, ter- 
minal adapter (TA), F MUiner , AM tuner, l s \atOner, and the 
lift. 

FIG. 6 A is a drawing showing the structure of a single- 
function PC card. The logic for realizing single function 1 
and a single CIS corresponding to that function are con- 
tained within the PC card. When using this type of PC card, 
the user is required to change the PC card inserted into the 
PC card slot of a personal computer or the like in accordance 
with the purpose. 

Alternatively, to avoid the inconvenience of changing PC 
cards, PC cards may be manufactured incorporating logic for 
the realization of a plurality of functions, as is shown in FIG. 
6B. In this case the CIS contains functional attribute infor- 
mation corresponding to function 1 and function 2 respec- 
tively. When using this type of PC card, the PC must be 
provided with a card driver having multifunction capability, 
by means of which the two sets of functional attribute 
information resident in CIS1 are read into the personal 
computer memory, allowing the personal computer to rec- 
ognize the two functions. 

CISs are defined by rules conforming to PC card stan- 
dards established by PCMCIA in the United States and by 
JEIDAin Japan, under which the CIS of a PC card is stored 
starting from the leading address of the CIS storage memory 
area. Further, the end of the CIS is indicated by a pre- 
determined delimiter. . 

When a multifunction-type PC card is inserted into the 
slot of a personal computer that does not have installed 
therein a driver with multifunction capability, the personal 
computer, in accordance with the above-cited standards, 
reads the CIS from the leading address of the CIS storage 
area up to the delimiter into the personal computer memory. 
The CIS corresponding to function 2, which is stored after 
the CIS corresponding to function 1, is not transferred to the 
personal computer memory. As a result, even though a 
multifunction-type PC card is inserted into the personal 
computer, the computer recognizes it as a single-function PC 
card having function 1. 

When, on the other hand, a multifunction-type PC card is 
inserted into the PC card slot of a personal computer in 
which a driver with multifunction capability is installed, the 
computer reads in the plurality of CISs and activates the 
corresponding functions. That is to say, all the functions 
resident in the PC card inserted in the slot are activated, 
irrespective of whether they are actually used or not. This 
results in unnecessary consumption of power. Reducing 
power consumption is of particular importance in the case of 
battery-operated information equipment. 
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Let us consider an example of a PC card 1 having two 
functions: a modem and an ATAmemory. The modem draws 
a current of approximately 120 mA and the ATA memory 
draws approximately 1 mA in standby mode. In common 
s types of cards, the frequency of use of the ATA memory is 
higher than that of the modem. It is sufficient if the modem 
is activated only during the exchange of data with external 
systems. Nevertheless the PC card draws 121 mA of current 
at all times. 

A related CIS-switching mechanism for a PC card is 
described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 08/984,433 
now U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,029,211 and 08/984,597, filed on even 
date herewith. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
15 Accordingly it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a PC card that enables a personal computer to utilize 
all the functions resident in a multifunction-type PC card 
without the installation of a driver having multifunction 
capability, and that yet conforms to the specifications estab- 
20 lished by industry standards. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a 
multifunction-type PC card in which only the desired 
function(s) is/are selectively activated, and power consump- 
tion is reduced. 

25 The foregoing objects are achieved according to the 
present invention through the provision of a PC card pro- 
vided with a plurality of functions, and a plurality of card 
information structures (CISs) each for a single function or a 
combination of functions among the plurality of functions, 

30 with common basic attribute information included, the PC 
card including: selection signal input means for inputting a 
CIS selection signal to the PC card; and a CIS switch setting 
element for discriminating the selection signal input by the 
selection signal input means, and switchably setting the CIS 

35 that was selected as the CIS to be transferred to an external 
computer. 

The PC card may be configured such that the selection 
signal input means includes a switch installed on the PC 

40 card, and the turning on and off of the switch acts as the CIS 
selection signal. 

The PC card may be configured such that the selection 
signal input means comprises a connector section provided 
on the PC card, and the connected signal and non-connected 

45 signal of a connector to the connector section acts as the CIS 
selection signal. 

The selection signal input means may be formed of 
software for the external personal computer having a pro- 
gram that outputs the CIS selection signal. 

so The CIS switch setting element may switchably set the 
starting address for reading the CIS selected by the selection 
signal, thereby switchably setting the CIS to be read in by 
the external personal computer. 
The present invention is so configured that the PC card is 

55 provided with a plurality of functions, and is provided with 
a plurality of CISs for those functions, either singly or in 
combination, the CIS to be selectively used is selectively 
designated by the selection signal input means from among 
that plurality of CISs, so that the selection signal switchably 

60 sets the designated CIS as the CIS to be read in by the 
personal computer, with the result that, when the personal 
computer is provided with a driver having multifunction 
capability, it is possible to use the CISs for the plurality of 
functions resident on the PC card at the same time, and 

65 furthermore to activate the CIS of only that single function 
that has been arbitrarily selected from among the plurality of 
functions. 



10/20/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



US 6,18 

3 

Furthermore, when only a single CIS is selectively 
designated, the PC card is recognized as a single-function 
PC card in which only one CIS is resident so that only the 
selectively designated CIS is read in by the personal 
computer, with the result that when the function that is in use 
is active, the environment for the other functions that are not 
in use is not established, so that their circuitry is not 
energized, thereby making it possible to effect a major 
reduction in power consumption and realize low-energy 
utilization of the PC card. 

Again, even when the personal computer is not provided 
with a driver having multifunction capability, it is possible 
to selectively designate by means of the selection signal 
input means only a single CIS, thereby switching from 
among the plurality of CISs resident in the PC card and 
switchably setting only the selectively designated CIS as the 
CIS to be read in by the personal computer, so that the 
personal computer reads in the selectively designated CIS in 
the same way as if the PC card were of the single-function 
type, containing only the selectively designated CIS, 
enabling the functions and operations corresponding to that 
CIS to be carried out, achieving an effect previously 
unobtainable, in that it is possible to use a multi-type PC 
card, even with a personal computer that does not have a 
driver with multifunction capability. 

Further, in a PC card in which the selection signal input 
means is provided by a switch, the user of the personal 
computer can selectively designate the CIS according to the 
purpose, providing greater convenience of use, and since the 
position of the switch can be ascertained by external 
observation, with the effect that it is possible easily to 
determine which functional operations from among a plu- 
rality of PC card functions is being carried out by the 
personal computer. 

Further, when the selection signal input means is provided 
by a connector section, it is possible to arrange a configu- 
ration such that when, for example, a communications 
connector is connected to the connector section, the CIS for 
a modem is automatically selectively designated, and when 
the communications connector is disconnected from the 
connector section, the CIS for a function other than the 
modem, such as, for example, an ATA memory, is automati- 
cally selectively designated. 

Further, when the selection signal input means is provided 
by software on the personal computer, having a program that 
outputs the CIS selection signal, switches and other ele- 
ments for selective designation of the CIS are unnecessary, 
thereby obviating the inconvenience of attaching switches or 
other elements to the PC card, with the effect that the cost 
of the PC card can be reduced. 

Further, by means of a configuration in which CIS switch- 
ing is carried out by switching the start address for the 
read-in of the CIS, the configuration of the CIS switching 
circuitry can be simplified and the action of CIS switching 
carried out more positively, with the effect of raising the 
reliability of CIS switching. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an explanatory drawing of the main elements of 
the first embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a structural drawing according to the fundamen- 
tal principle of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is an explanatory drawing in which there is shown 
the structure of a PC card wherein only one of a plurality of 
CISs installed in the PC card is selectively designated. 

FIG. 4 is an explanatory drawing of an embodiment of the 
present invention wherein the selection signal input means is 
provided by a switch 13 and a connector section 14. 
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FIG. 5 is an explanatory drawing of an embodiment of the 
present invention wherein the selection signal input means is 
provided by software 15 of personal computer 3. 

FIG. 6 is an explanatory drawing in which there are 
s shown the functions and the installation configuration of the 
CIS in conventional single-type and multi-type PC cards. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a specific configuration 
of a PC card according to the present invention. 

FIG. 8 is a more detailed representation of the block 
diagram of FIG. 7 

FIG. 9 is an explanatory drawing in which switch 709 is 
set to the "a". 

FIG. 10 is an explanatory drawing in which switch 709 is 
15 set to side "b". 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

According to the present invention, a PC card is loaded 

20 with a plurality of functions and the CISs for each of those 
functions, and that PC card is inserted into the slot of a 
personal computer. A signal for selecting the CIS of the 
function to be used from the plurality of functions is then 
input from the selection signal input means to the PC card. 

25 A CIS switch setting element discriminates the selection 
signal that is input by the selection signal input means, 
determines which function (either a single function or a 
combination of functions) of the plurality of functions 
resident in the PC card is to be used, and switchably sets the 

30 CIS corresponding to the function to be used as the CIS to 
be read into personal computer memory. The personal 
computer reads the information on the CIS switched by the 
CIS switch setting element, energizing only the circuitry of 
the function to be used, thereby efficiently activating the 

35 selected function. 

Following is a description of an embodiment of the 
present invention based on the drawings. In FIG. 2 there is 
shown a structure of an embodiment in accordance with the 

4Q fundamental principle of the present invention, and in FIG. 
1 there is shown the detailed structure of a CIS switching 
mechanism provided in controller 2 of FIG. 2. 

In the PC card is stored the logic for realizing a plurality 
of functions, including modem, LAN, ATA memory and the 

45 like, namely function 1 through function N (N being an 
integer greater than 1). Therein are further stored the CISs 
corresponding each of these functions individually or- to a 
combination of these functions, namely CIS1 through CISM 
(M being an integer greater than 1). Selection signal input 

50 means 4 may be a DIP switch or the like, and is switched by 
a user operation. Controller 2 sends to personal computer 3 
the CIS that corresponds to the user-selected PC card 
function in accordance with the status of selection signal 
input means 4. 

55 As shown in FIG. 1, the CISs for each of the functions are 
installed in installation area 5 of PC card 1, in accordance 
with rules conforming to card standardization protocols 
established by PCMCIA in the United States and JEIDA in 
Japan, as described hereinafter. 

60 For simplicity, the following description relates to a PC 
card having two functions. In the A region, which starts from 
the leading address of memory 5, is stored the basic attribute 
information of PC card 1. This constitutes basic information 
relating to the PC card, such as the type of card, the type of 

65 attribute information, the format of the data array, and the 
like. In the B region, which follows the A region, is stored 
CIS1, which corresponds, for example, to a modem. In the 
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C region is stored the data of CIS2, which corresponds, for 
example, to an ATA memory. 

Following is a detailed description of the CIS data struc- 
ture. In the B region are stored data indicating that the data 
of CIS1 for function 1, a modem, and that of CIS2 for 
function 2, an ATA memory, are stored in area 6 of the PC 
card. The addresses of CIS1 are stored in area 7. CIS1 is 
stored in the area following area 7. In area 8 at the end of 
CIS1 is stored an end code. In area 9 is stored the address 
of CIS2. CIS2 is stored from the leading address in the C 
region. Analogously to CIS1, an end code is stored in area 
10 at the end. 

Controller! is provided with a CIS switch setting element 
11, which has a selection signal discriminator 12. 

Selection signal discriminator 12 determines the CIS 
selected by the user according to the selection signal from 
selection signal input means 4. The user at selection signal 
input means 4 may select either a single function or a 
plurality of functions. 

Based on the result of processing by selection signal 
discriminator 12, CIS switch setting element 11 switchably 
sets the CIS that was selectively designated by the selection 
signal as the CIS to be read by personal computer 3. When, 
for example, the use of both modem and ATA memory is 
selectively designated by the selection signal, that is to say, 
when both CIS1 and CIS2 are selectively designated 
together, the leading address for read-in of the CIS by 
personal computer 3 is set at the leading address of CIS1. 

Based on the CIS switch setting of CIS switch setting 
element 11, personal computer 3 begins read-in from the 
basic information on card attributes in the A region, and 
when read-in of the data in the A region has been completed, 
begins the read-in of data from the leading address of the B 
region set by CIS switch setting element 11. By means of 
this read-in of data, the data in area 6 is read, in and storage 
therebelow of the data for the CISs of the modem and ATA 
memory is confirmed, and the data for CIS1 relating to the 
modem is read in by the computer from the starting position 
indicated in area 7. Then, by means of the read-in of the data 
in the final area 8, the ending of the CIS1 data array is 
recognized, the starting address of the data for CIS2 relating 
to the ATA memory in the C region is indicated, and the 
CIS2 is in turn read by personal computer 3. Then the data 
indicating the end in area 10 is read in, and the read-in of the 
CIS data resident in installation area 5 is completed. 

By reading in the CIS1 and CIS2 data in the B and C 
regions respectively, personal computer 3 establishes an 
environment in which the modem and ATA memory may be 
used at the same time. 

When, on the other hand, selection signal discriminator 12 
determines that CIS2 alone has been selectively designated 
by the selectioo signal, signifying the use of the ATA 
memory only, CIS switch setting element 11 switchably sets 
the leading address of the CIS to be read in by personal 
computer 3 to be the leading address of the CIS2 data. As a 
result, when personal computer 3 completes read-in of the 
basic attribute information resident in the A area, it proceeds 
to read in CIS2 data from the leading address for CIS2 data 
in the C region set by CIS switch setting element 11, and 
when the data signifying the end, which is resident in area 
10, has been read in, the read-in of the CIS information 
resident in CIS installation area 5 is completed. 

That is to say, when this CIS2 only is selectively 
designated, as shown in FIG. 3, in CIS installation area 5, 
just as the data for CIS2 in the C region follows after the data 
in the A region, the PC card is recognized as if it were a 
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single-function ATA memory card, and personal computer 3 
reads in the data in the A and C regions. As a result personal 
computer 3 establishes an environment for activating ATA 
memory, so that the circuitry relating to the ATA memory 
s alone is energized, without establishing an environment for 
energizing the circuitry relating to the modem. 

Thus in accordance with the present embodiment it is 
possible, by the use of a PC card having the two functions 
of modem and ATA memory, to make use of both the modem 
io and ATA memory functions, as well as to use the ATA 
memory alone. When only the ATA memory is used, the data 
for CIS1 for the modem is not read into personal computer 
3, so that personal computer 3 energizes the circuitry in the 
same way as if the PC card were a single-function card 
15 having the function of ATA memory only. Since the modem 
circuitry is not energized while the ATA memory is in use, 
it is possible to eliminate the current drain associated with 
operating the modem circuitry. 

The embodiment recited above described a case in which 
20 personal computer 3 is provided with a driver having 
multifunction capability. But even when personal computer 
3 is not provided with a driver having multifunction 
capability, the inputting from selection signal input means 4 
of a selection signal for CIS2, signifying use of the ATA 
25 memory only, as shown in FIG. 1, for example, CIS switch 
setting element 11 switchably sets the leading address for the 
read-in of the CIS, so that personal computer 3 reads in the 
data for CIS2 as shown in FIG. 3, in the same way as if the 
PC card used were a single-function card for ATA memory 
30 only, thereby obtaining the effect that, even if personal 
computer 3 is not provided with a driver having multifunc- 
tion capability, it is possible to use, as in the example in FIG. 
1, the ATA memory when using a multi-type PC card 
In FIG. 4 there is shown a specific example of selection 
35 signal input means 4. PC card 1 is provided with a switch 13 
and a connector section 14, either one (or both) of which 
may be made to function as selection signal input means 4. 
When switch 13 serves as selection signal input means 4, 
4Q the on signal of switch 13 might, for example, be made to act 
as the signal for selectively designating both QS1 for the 
modem and CIS2 for the ATA memory, and the off signal of 
switch 13 to act as the selection signal that selectively 
designates only CIS2 for the ATA memory. 
45 By means of the configuration above described, selection 
signal discriminator 12 determines that when an on signal is 
applied from switch 13, both CIS1 and CIS2 have been 
selectively designated, and that when an off signal is applied 
from switch 13, only CIS2 has been selectively designated. 
50 Then, on the basis of the determination by selection signal 
discriminator 12, CIS switch setting element 11 switchably 
sets the CIS to be read-in by personal computer 3, so that, 
by turning switch 13 on, the modem and ATA memory may 
be used at the same time, and by turning switch 13 off, the 
55 ATA memory may be used alone. 

When connector section 14 serves as selection signal 
input means 4, a configuration is adopted in which the 
connect signal produced when a connector for effecting 
communication is connected to connector section 14 might, 
60 for example, be made to act as the selection signal of both 
CIS1 for the modem and CIS2 for the ATA memory, and the 
non-connect signal produced when a connector for effecting 
communication is not connected to connector section 14 to 
act as the signal for the selection signal of only CIS2 for the 
65 ATA memory, 

As a result, by connecting a data transmission connector 
to connector section 14, selection signal discriminator 12 
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determines that both CIS1 and CIS2 have been selectively 
designated as the CISs to be read by personal computer 3, 
with the result that CIS switch setting element 11 switchably 
sets CIS1 and QS2 as the CISs to be read into personal 
computer 3. 

Again, when the data transmission connector is discon- 
nected from connector section 14, selection signal discrimi- 
nator 12 determines that only CIS2 has been selectively 
designated, with the result that CIS switch setting element 11 
selectively designates CIS2 only as the CIS to be read into 
personal computer 3, and only the ATAmemory is activated. 

In a configuration in which switch 13 acts as selection 
signal input means 4 and a plurality of CISs are resident in 
PC card 1, a corresponding plurality of switches 13 may be 
provided. When connector section 14 acts as selection signal 
input means 4, PC card 1 need not be provided with switch 
13. 

In FIG. 5 there is shown an example in which selection 
signal input means 4 is provided by software 15 having a 
program that outputs a switch signal, for use on personal 
computer 3, In the example shown in FIG. 5, there is 
provided in PC card 1 a memory 16 for the storage of the 
switch signal output by software 15. The switch signal 
stored in memory 16 is then read out by selection signal 
discriminator 12, and based on the switch signal, selection 
signal discriminator 12 determines, in a manner analogous 
to that described in FIG. 4, whether both CIS1 and CIS2 
have been selectively designates, or only CIS2 has been 
selectively designated. Then, based on the result of process- 
ing by selection signal discriminator 12, CIS switch setting 
element 11 switchably sets the CIS(s) selectively designated 
as the CIS(s) to be read by personal computer 3, thereby 
toggling in accordance with the switch signal of software 15 
between use of the modem and ATA memory at the same 
time and use of the ATA memory singly. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram in which there is shown a 
specific configuration of a PC card according to the present 
invention. A personal computer 701 and a PC card 720 
communicate via an interface 711. A data bus 708, address 
bus 707 and control signal 710 within PC card 720 are 
connected to interface 711. CIS 704 is stored in the memory 
of PCMCIA interface IC 703. Address bus 707 and control 
signal 710, and switch 709 are connected to CIS switch 
setting IC 702. Depending on the status of switch 709, CIS 
switch setting circuit 702 switches addresses, enabling the 
CIS corresponding to the function selected to be accessed 
from the personal computer. Following is a specific descrip- 
tion. FIG. 8 is a more detailed representation of the block 
diagram of FIG. 7. 

When switch 709 is set to side "b " (FIG. 10) switch 
setting IC 702 is disabled and the outputs of the IC go high. 
Output 725 matches input A8. Accordingly when the CIS 
within the PCMCIA interface IC is being accessed, no 
address conversion is made. 

When switch 709 is now set to the "a" side (FIG. 9), 
switch setting IC 702 is enabled. When, for example, 
personal computer 701 accesses CIS address 080-OFF, the 
output switch setting IC 702 goes low, output 725 goes high, 
and input A8 goes high. If personal computer 701 accesses 
address 080-OFF at this time, address conversion occurs and 
address 180-1FF in the PCMCIA interface IC is accessed. 
That is to say, the information on CIS2 is transferred to the 
personal computer. 

Although the present invention has been described in 
relation to particular embodiments thereof, many other 
variations and modifications and other uses will become 
apparent to those skilled in the art. It is preferred, therefore, 
that the present invention be limited not by the specific 
disclosure herein, but only by the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A PC card, comprising: 
a plurality of functions; 

a memory; 

a plurality of card information structures (CISs) stored in 
said memory, each for a single function or a combina- 
tion of said functions, all CISs sharing at least some 
common basic attribute information and said CISs 
being arranged in said memory such that said CISs are 
stored in an order in which their corresponding func- 
tions consume power, 

a selection signal input device which inputs a CIS selec- 
tion signal into said PC card, said CIS selection signal 
identifying which of said CISs is to be selected; and 

a CIS switch setting element discriminating said CIS 
selection signal and switchably setting the selected CIS 
to be transferred to an external computer as a function 
of the CIS selection signal. 

2. A PC card as recited in claim 1, wherein said selection 
signal input device comprises a switch installed on said PC 
card, and turning on and off said switch acts as said CIS 
selection signal. 

3. A PC card as recited in claim 1, wherein said selection 
signal input device comprises a connector section provided 
on said PC card, said CIS selection signal being based on 
one of a connected signal and a non-connected signal of a 
connector to said connector section. 

4. A PC card as recited in claim 1, wherein said selection 
signal input device comprises software for said external 
personal computer having a program that outputs said CIS 
selection signal, 

5. APC card as recited in claim 1, wherein said CIS switch 
setting element switchably sets a starting address for reading 
the CIS selected by said selection signal, thereby switchably 
setting the CIS to be read in by said external personal 
computer. 

6. A PC card, comprising: 
a plurality of functions; 

a plurality of card information structures (CISs), each for 
a single function or a combination of said functions and 
all CISs sharing at least some common basic attribute 
information; 

a selection signal input device which inputs a CIS selec- 
tion signal into said PC card, said CIS selection signal 
identifying a plurality of said CISs to be selected, said 
selection signal input device including a connector 
section provided on said PC card, said CIS selection 
signal being based one of a connected signal and 
non-connected signal of a connection to said connector 
section; and 

a CIS switch setting element discriminating said CIS 
selection signal and switchably setting the selected CIS 
to be transferred to an external computer as a function 
of the CIS selection signal. 

7. A PC card as recited in claim 6, wherein said selection 
signal input device comprises a switch installed on said PC 
card, and the turning on and off of said switch acts as said 
CIS selection signal. 

8. APC card as recited in claim 6, wherein said selection 
signal input device comprises software for said external 
personal computer having a program that outputs said CIS 
selection signal. 

9. APC card as recited in claim 6, wherein said CIS switch 
setting element switchably sets a starting address for reading 
the CIS selected by said selection signal, thereby switchably 
setting the CIS to be read in by said external personal 
computer. 
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